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was a charming personality. Mr. Fowler, when Secre-
tary of State for India, told me that if Mr. Stanhope
had stuck to the bar he would almost certainly have
reached the Woolsack, and as Mr. Fowler was a solicitor
he was .likely to know.

Mr. W. H. Smith and Mr. Campbell-Bannerman
played a game of-puss-in-the-corner at the War Office,
llr. Smith came to us in June, 1885, and was ousted by
Mr. Campbell-Bannerman in February, 1886. In
August, 1886, Mr. \V. H. Smith retaliated by replacing
Mr. Campbell-Bannerman, who, however, re-occupied
the nest in August, 1892, io be replaced by Lord Lans-
downe in 1895. When holidays and parliamentary
recesses are taken into consideration, it will be realized
that neither Mr. Smith nor Sir Henry Campbell-Banner-
man (as he became) had time to make much impression
on sariny administration.

In one respect the two men were the antithesis of
each other. Mr. Smith was perhaps the hardest and
most conscientious worker I ever knew, whilst Sir
Henry Campbell-Bannerman was distinctly lazy and it
was difficult at times to get him to learn his lesson. It
was this very indolence which, after I had left him,
caused his defeat in the House of Commons on the
occasion of the cordite debate. He was wry badly
served on that occasion by his personal entourage, but
he was himself to blame as he had had a warning' of
what might happen. The fact is he hated detail, and
some knowledge of detail is essential even in the House
of Commons* On one occasion when I kaew he was